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TEXT:  Exodus 34:29-35 
THEME:  GOD’S GLORY SHINES 
 1.  Glory Meant for the Message 
 2.  Glory that Will Be Ours 
 
Dear Christian Friends, in Awe of God’s Glory, 
 

When you see the flashing lights of a police car in the rearview mirror, does 
your heart skip a beat?  Those flashing lights are meant to grab the attention 
of every driver on the road.  “Look at me!” they say.  When you see those 
lights, you immediately begin to slow down and pull over—because they mean 
something important is happening.  People don’t put flashing lights and sirens 
on an ice-cream truck, because its job isn’t urgent.  But for vehicles that have 
the most important jobs, we deck them out with blue lights and red lights and 
sirens and fluorescent paint and letters written backward, so you can’t miss 
them even in the rearview mirror.   
 
GLORY MEANT FOR THE MESSAGE 
In the text before us today, God had sent Moses back down the mountain with 
an urgent job—he was to take the message of the covenant to God’s people.  
The urgency stemmed from the fact that this was not the first time Moses had 
come down the mountain with stone tablets in his hands.  The first time, 
Moses had found the Israelites worshiping a golden calf, and he smashed the 
tablets of the covenant they had broken.  Now Moses was descending the 
mountain with new tablets of stone inscribed with the same urgent message of 
the covenant that would keep the people focused on the coming Savior. 
 
God wanted everyone to understand the urgency and importance of his 
covenant, so he made Moses’ face shine with radiant light to remind everyone 
that his message came from the God of glory himself.  When Aaron and all 
the Israelites saw Moses, his face was radiant, and they were afraid to 
come near him.  But Moses called to them; so Aaron and all the leaders 
of the community came back to him, and he spoke to them.  Like a siren 
and flashing lights, the light streaming from Moses’ face got everyone’s 
attention.  Afterward all the Israelites came near him, and he gave them 
all the commands the Lord had given him on Mount Sinai.  Then Moses 
gave the people all the commands the Lord had given him on Mount Sinai. 
 
God’s message is both urgent and important for us also, and God doesn’t 
want us to miss it.  He tells us how he marked the face of Moses so that we 
might listen, take to heart our sins, and turn to Jesus for forgiveness.   



Transfiguration C—February 7 & 8 2016 

 

2 

 

Because of what Jesus did for us and because the Holy Spirit has worked saving 
faith in our hearts, we will see God our Father as Moses saw him.  Our faces will be 
radiant because it is a GLORY THAT WILL BE OURS.  But not just yet.  You see, 
we are not in the same class with Moses.  And we can understand that.  For 
example, airlines definitely make class distinctions.  The first-class section at the 
front of the airplane looks so appealing as you are boarding—the big cushy chairs, 
the premium snacks, drinks, and meals.  But if you are like me, you have to walk 
past those eight rows of first class and find your seat back in the coach section.  
Finally, the attendants close the curtain that separates first class from coach, and all 
you can do is imagine how nice it would be to sit up there. 
 
Israel had two classes of people as well:  Moses and everyone else.  Moses got to 
talk with God—face-to-face.  Moses got to bask in the glory of the Creator.  Moses 
got to be the mouthpiece of the Lord of the covenant.  Every time Moses emerged 
from a meeting with God, he would leave off the veil covering his face and let the 
people of Israel see the glory of God reflected there.  Then he would put the veil on 
again.  Once again, the people were reminded that Moses got to see God face-to-
face, but they didn’t.  They needed someone like Moses to go between God and 
them. 
 
But Moses was a sinner—a murderer—and he died.  We human beings needed a 
better go-between, a perfect mediator.  So God sent his own Son, Jesus, and now 
there is “one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus” (1 
Timothy 2:5).  And because of the perfect mediation work of Jesus, there on the 
Mount of Transfiguration Peter, James, and John got a glimpse of the glory that’s 
awaiting each one of us believers in Jesus.  Moses and Elijah talked with Jesus 
about his mission to reconcile people to God. 
 
Especially in light of the two sudden deaths our Trinity family suffered this past week 
with the passing of Joyce Hausmann and Ken Fogelsonger, let’s not miss what was 
happening on the Mount of Tranfiguration.  Moses, a murderer, had died about 
1,300 years earlier.  Elijah, a sinner given to pessimism and perhaps depression, 
was translated to heaven about 900 years earlier.  Yet, there they were on the 
Mount of Transfiguration, glorified, talking with their Savior and our Savior, Jesus.  
This proves that our God is not a god of the dead but the God of the living and that 
believers are with our God immediately after death. 
 
One day God will let us see everything that Moses saw.  We will be with Moses, Elijah, 
Peter, James, John, Joyce, Ken, and all the saints in God’s presence with Jesus sitting on 
God’s throne with him.  The glory that shines from us now as we stand in our Savior’s 
presence by faith will shine from us in unlimited measure as we stand in his presence and 
see him with our own eyes.  The glory of God that shined on Moses whenever he met with 
God will also be ours, and it will remain ours forever.  Amen.   
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Exodus 34:29-35 
 
29

 When Moses came down from Mount Sinai with the two 
tablets of the Testimony in his hands, he was not aware that his 
face was radiant because he had spoken with the LORD. 

30
 

When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, his face was 
radiant, and they were afraid to come near him. 

31
 But Moses 

called to them; so Aaron and all the leaders of the community 
came back to him, and he spoke to them. 

32
 Afterward all the 

Israelites came near him, and he gave them all the commands 
the LORD had given him on Mount Sinai.  
 
33

 When Moses finished speaking to them, he put a veil over his 
face. 

34
 But whenever he entered the LORD's presence to speak 

with him, he removed the veil until he came out. And when he 
came out and told the Israelites what he had been commanded, 
35

 they saw that his face was radiant. Then Moses would put the 
veil back over his face until he went in to speak with the LORD.  
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